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Sustainable Neighborhood Assessment

Through the Sustainable Neighborhood Assessment Tool developed by Global 

*UHHQ�86$��SXEOLF�RIÀFLDOV� DQG� ORFDO� JRYHUQPHQW� VWDII� DUH� XVLQJ� WKH� /(('� IRU�
1HLJKERUKRRG� 'HYHORSPHQW� �/(('�1'�� UDWLQJ� V\VWHP� WR� GHWHUPLQH� ZD\V� IRU�
future development in their communities to achieve high levels of environmental, 

HFRQRPLF��DQG�VRFLDO� VXVWDLQDELOLW\�� /(('�1'� LQWHJUDWHV� WKH�SULQFLSOHV�RI� VPDUW�
JURZWK��ZDONDEOH�XUEDQLVP�DQG�JUHHQ�EXLOGLQJ�LQWR�WKH�ÀUVW�QDWLRQDO�UDWLQJ�V\VWHP�
for neighborhood design. In Phoenix, Global Green used the tool as a means to 

HYDOXDWH�H[LVWLQJ�FRQGLWLRQV�DQG�SODQV�IRU�WKH�(DVWODNH�*DUÀHOG�'LVWULFW��LQ�RUGHU�
to identify opportunities to augment current revitalization efforts and develop 

recommendations to increase the neighborhood’s overall level of sustainability.

Assessment Team + Funding

Global Green USA 

Tim Bevins | Krista Frank

Raimi + Associate

Aaron Welch

US Green Building Council

5RE\Q�(DVRQ

7HFKQLFDO�$VVLVWDQFH�PDGH�SRVVLEOH�ZLWK�IXQGLQJ�IURP�(3$·V�2IÀFH�RI�6XVWDLQDEOH�
Communities’ Building Blocks for Sustainable Communities Grant Program.
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Sustainable Neighborhood Assessment Process

The goal of the Sustainable Neighborhood Assessment process is to identify 

topical and physical focus areas where policy or planning changes can promote 

sustainable urban neighborhoods over the short and long term. These interventions 

can improve the neighborhood’s day-to-day sustainability as well as increase 

LWV� UHVLOLHQFH�GXULQJ� IXWXUH�ZHDWKHU�HYHQWV�DQG�FRQGLWLRQV�� 6RPH�RI� WKH�GHÀQLQJ�
characteristics of a sustainable neighborhood include focusing development in 

previously developed areas with high transit connectivity, avoiding building on 

habitat, agricultural land or wetlands, an urban form that encourages walking and 

F\FOLQJ��DFFHVV�WR�QHDUE\�IRRG�DQG�VHUYLFHV��DQG�HQHUJ\�DQG�ZDWHU�HIÀFLHQF\�LQ�
ERWK�EXLOGLQJV�DQG�LQIUDVWUXFWXUH��7R�GHÀQH�WKHVH�IRFXV�DUHDV��*OREDO�*UHHQ�86$�DQG�
its team members utilize the Sustainable Neighborhood Assessment Tool, which is 

EDVHG�RQ�WKH�/(('�IRU�1HLJKERUKRRG�'HYHORSPHQW��/(('�1'��FULWHULD�DQG�FKHFNOLVW� 

Prior to visiting the assessment area, the team conducted a review of existing 

planning documents, code requirements, maps, and stakeholder priorities. An initial 

DVVHVVPHQW�ZDV� WKHQ�FRPSOHWHG��ZLWK� WKH�FUHGLWV� LQ�HDFK�RI� WKH� WKUHH� /(('�1'�
FDWHJRULHV��6PDUW�/RFDWLRQ�	�/LQNDJHV��1HLJKERUKRRG�3DWWHUQ�	�'HVLJQ��DQG�*UHHQ�
,QIUDVWUXFWXUH�	�%XLOGLQJ��PDUNHG�DV�́ DFKLHYHG�µ�́ QRW�DFKLHYHG�µ�́ XQNQRZQ�µ�RU�́ QRW�
DSSOLFDEOH�µ�(DFK�FUHGLW�LV�IXUWKHU�UDQNHG�IRU�WKH�GHJUHH�WKDW�LW�FRUUHODWHV�WR�UHJLRQDO�
or local policy priorities, regulatory support, technical feasibility, market support, and 

stakeholder input. This analysis is described in more detail beginning on page 18. 

This initial assessment serves as the point of departure for the Global Green 

WHDP·V� WKUHH�GD\� VLWH� YLVLW� DQG� HYDOXDWLRQ�� 'XULQJ� WKH� YLVLW�� WKH� WHDP� ZDONV�
each block of the target neighborhood, photographs examples of positive 

qualities and areas for improvement, and conducts a series of meetings 

with targeted stakeholders, City staff, and representatives of relevant public 

agencies. Throughout the process, the preliminary  checklist   is   edited   and   

UHÀQHG� � WR� LQFRUSRUDWH� WKH� WHDP·V� YLVXDO� REVHUYDWLRQV� DQG� FRQWH[WXDO� LVVXHV�
UDLVHG� E\� VWDNHKROGHUV�� 7KH� LQLWLDO� ÀQGLQJV� RI� WKH� HYDOXDWLRQ� DUH� JURXSHG� LQWR�
EURDG�FDWHJRULHV� QRWHG�RQ� WKH� IROORZLQJ�SDJHV�� 7KH� ÀQDO�DXJPHQWHG�FKHFNOLVW�
IRU� WKH� (DVWODNH�*DUÀHOG� 72'� 'LVWULFW� �'LVWULFW�� FDQ� EH� IRXQG� RQ� SDJHV� ������ 

The  assessment process then enables the team to identify a series of 

UHFRPPHQGDWLRQV� EDVHG� RQ� /(('�1'� FUHGLWV� WR� DXJPHQW� DQG� LQFUHDVH� WKH�
neighborhood’s long-term sustainability. Recommendations  cover policy, 

planning, and land use and infrastructure changes which aim to realize a more 

resilient and sustainable future for the  neighborhood. Some recommendations 

can be implemented fairly quickly, while others will require long-term collaboration 

among public agencies, local institutions, and private sector partners, as well as 

multiple sources of funding.
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2.

Neighborhood Assets

1. Strong faith-based community and resources 2. Nearby Valley Metro light rail station 3. Well-established 

arts programming 4. Active recreation opportunities 5. Public investment in new affordable housing

1.

4.

5.

3.2.
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Neighborhood Background

7KH��'LVWULFW��ORFDWHG�MXVW�HDVW�RI�'RZQWRZQ�3KRHQL[��LV�D�KLVWRULFDOO\�GLVDGYDQWDJHG�
DUHD�RI�WKH�FLW\��KDPSHUHG�E\�KLJK�OHYHOV�RI�SRYHUW\��DFUHV�RI�SRWHQWLDO�EURZQÀHOGV��
DJLQJ�LQIUDVWUXFWXUH��DQG�D�GHFOLQLQJ�UHWDLO�DQG�FRPPHUFLDO�HQYLURQPHQW��7KH�'LVWULFW�
LV�FRPSULVHG�RI�WKUHH�QHLJKERUKRRGV�����(DVWODNH�3DUN�����*DUÀHOG�DQG����(GLVRQ��
7KH�'LVWULFW�LV�KRPH�WR�D�GLYHUVH�FRPPXQLW\�RI�UHVLGHQWV�ZLWK�D�GHPRQVWUDWHG�KLVWRU\�
of civic engagement, that have been instrumental to recent planning efforts. The 

'LVWULFW�KDV�D�KLJK�FRQFHQWUDWLRQ�RI�FLW\�RZQHG�SXEOLF�KRXVLQJ��VRPH�GDWLQJ�EDFN�
to the 1940’s and 60’s. The study area, bound to the north and east by Interstate 10, 

�WK�VWUHHW�WR�WKH�ZHVW��DQG�WKH�8QLRQ�3DFLÀF�5DLOURDG�WR�WKH�VRXWK��LV�HQWHULQJ�D�QHZ�
HUD� RI� LQYHVWPHQW� DQG� UHYLWDOL]DWLRQ� DV� VLJQLÀFDQW� ORFDO� SODQQLQJ� HIIRUWV�� IHGHUDO�
funds, and the introduction of the Valley Metro light rail system coalesce with the 

potential for meaningful and impactful change. 

7KH�KRXVLQJ� VWRFN�RI� WKH�'LVWULFW� LV�FKDUDFWHUL]HG�E\�D�PL[WXUH�RI�PRGHVW� VLQJOH�
family homes, small apartment buildings, and publicly owned multi-family 

KRXVLQJ�VWUXFWXUHV��'HIXQFW�LQGXVWULDO�DQG�FRPPHUFLDO�ORWV�DUH�ZRYHQ�WKURXJKRXW�
WKH� 'LVWULFW�� WKRXJK� SULPDULO\� FRQFHQWUDWHG� DORQJ� LWV� VRXWKHUQ� ERXQGDU\� DQG�
DUWHULDOV��:LWK�RYHU� ���DFUHV�RI�SRWHQWLDO�EURZQÀHOGV�� ODUJH�SDUFHOV�RI� ODQG�KHOG�
in speculation, and shuttered businesses, an atmosphere of underinvestment 

SHUPHDWHV�WKURXJKRXW�WKH�'LVWULFW��'HVSLWH�WKHVH�FKDOOHQJHV��WKH�&LW\�RI�3KRHQL[�
KDV�PDGH�VLJQLÀFDQW�VWULGHV�LQ�UHFHQW�\HDUV�WR�LPSURYH�HFRQRPLF��HQYLURQPHQWDO��
DQG� HTXLWDEOH� FRQGLWLRQV� LQ� WKH� 'LVWULFW�� 6RPH� RI� WKH�PDMRU� REMHFWLYHV� RI� WKHVH�
efforts are to improve living conditions, housing stock, business, and recreational 

opportunities throughout. New investments include the construction of the 250-unit 

PL[HG�LQFRPH�$HURWHUUD��D�+8'�+23(�9,�UHYLWDOL]DWLRQ�SURMHFW���D�FRPSUHKHQVLYH�
SODQQLQJ� YLVLRQ� WLWOHG� 5HLQYHQW� 3+;�� XSFRPLQJ� VWUHHWVFDSH� LPSURYHPHQWV� DORQJ�
Van Buren Street, a planning study for a new Valley Metro light rail station on 16th 

VWUHHW��WKH�UHFHQWO\�DGRSWHG�:DONDEOH�8UEDQ�&RGH��ZKLFK�VHHNV�WR�LQFUHDVH�GHQVLW\�
DQG�LPSURYH�ZDONDELOLW\�DORQJ�WUDQVLW�FRUULGRUV���DQG�WKH�UHFHQWO\�DZDUGHG�&KRLFH�
1HLJKERUKRRGV�3ODQQLQJ�DQG�$FWLRQ�*UDQW� IURP� WKH�86�'HSDUWPHQW�RI�+RXVLQJ�
DQG�8UEDQ�'HYHORSPHQW�

This investment of funds and attention from local and federal sources signals a 

FDWDO\WLF�PRPHQW�IRU�WKH�'LVWULFW��DV�LW�LV�SRLVHG�WR�JURZ�LQWR�D�PRUH�ZDONDEOH��WUDQVLW�
accessible, and economically prosperous portion of the city. As these investments 

DUH�PDGH�� LW� LV�FULWLFDO� WR�PDLQWDLQ�DQG�H[SDQG� WKH�'LVWULFW·V�DIIRUGDEOH�KRXVLQJ�
stock, while making targeted efforts to improve livability concerns such as providing 

more shading opportunities and encouraging needed retail amenities like grocery 

stores to establish a presence in the area.
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2.

Neighborhood Challenges

���:LGH�ERXOHYDUGV�ZLWK�IHZ�SHGHVWULDQ���F\FOLVW�DPHQLWLHV����(PSW\�ORWV�QRQ�UHVLGHQWLDOO\�]RQHG����)HZ�
UHWDLO�RSWLRQV����/DUJH�XQEXLOW�SDUFHOV����$JLQJ�SXEOLF�KRXVLQJ�VWRFN

1.

4.

5.

3.2.
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Recommendation Approach and Strategy

Recent planning efforts and investments by City agencies have signaled a new 

HUD�RI� IRFXVHG�FRPPXQLW\� LPSURYHPHQWV� LQ� WKH�'LVWULFW��+LVWRULFDOO\�XQGHUYDOXHG�
DQG� XQGHUVHUYHG�� WKH� 'LVWULFW� KDV� IDFHG� GHFDGHV� RI� FKDOOHQJLQJ� PDUNHW�
conditions, crime, and countless closures of retail and commercial establishments, 

underscoring the critical need to shift from planning to the implementation of 

these visionary plans. While many of the recommendations found in this document 

as well as other planning exercises will require many years to be fully realized, other 

more immediate actions can take place in the interim. When considering more 

immediate interventions, the City should seek to implement as many overlapping 

DQG�PXWXDOO\� VXSSRUWLYH� VWUDWHJLHV� IRXQG� LQ� WKH�(DVWODNH�*DUÀHOG�'LVWULFW� VHFWLRQ�
RI�WKH�5HLQYHQW3+;�SROLF\�SODQ��HQYLURQPHQWDO�JRDOV�LQ�6XVWDLQ�3+;��DQG�SODQQLQJ�
GRFXPHQWV� UHVXOWLQJ� IURP� 86� 'HSDUWPHQW� RI� +RXVLQJ� DQG� 8UEDQ� 'HYHORSPHQW�
grants in the area. This will ensure that any resulting Choice Neighborhoods 

SODQQLQJ�HIIRUWV�EXLOGV�XSRQ�DQG�EHQHÀWV�IURP�WKH�VWURQJ�ZRUN�DOUHDG\�FRPSOHWHG��
while building trust and good faith with the community and demonstrating progress 

towards the implementation of more long-term goals. Suggested efforts include 

basic capital improvements such as water fountains in parks, better and more 

FRQQHFWHG�SHGHVWULDQ�OLQNDJHV��VLGHZDONV��FURVVZDONV��VDIH�URXWHV�WR�VFKRROV��HWF���
IUHTXHQW�OLWWHU���GHEULV�SLFN�XS��DQG�FLUFXODWRU�FRQQHFWLRQV�WR�OLJKW�UDLO��SDUWLFXODUO\�
IRU�WKH�HOGHUO\�DQG�GLVDEOHG���

The recommendations presented over the following pages were developed 

through careful study of regional and local planning documents, City staff and 

stakeholder interviews, and a thorough on-the-ground analysis of community 

FKDUDFWHULVWLFV��(DFK�RI�WKH�UHVXOWLQJ�UHFRPPHQGDWLRQV�KDV�EHHQ�LQIRUPHG�E\�EHVW�
SUDFWLFHV�DV�LGHQWLÀHG�E\�/(('�1'�DQG�KDV�EHHQ�SURGXFHG�ZLWK�VSHFLÀF�DWWHQWLRQ�
given to long-term sustainability and resilience. Four key overarching themes guide 

WKH�VSHFLÀF�UHFRPPHQGDWLRQV�IRXQG�ZLWKLQ�WKLV�GRFXPHQW�����$IIRUGDEOH�+RXVLQJ��
��� &RPSOHWH� &RPPXQLW\�� ��� ,QÀOO� 'HYHORSPHQW�� DQG� ��� 1HLJKERUKRRG� )DEULF��
$IIRUGDEOH�+RXVLQJ�DLPV�WR�SURWHFW�H[LVWLQJ�DIIRUGDEOH�KRXVLQJ�LQ�WKH�'LVWULFW�ZKLOH�
VHHNLQJ�RSSRUWXQLWLHV� WR� LQWURGXFH�QHZ�XQLWV��3ULPDU\�REMHFWLYHV� LQFOXGH�EXLOGLQJ�
new affordable units tied to the Area Median Income, and striving to develop a 

diversity of housing types so that residents may continue to live in the community 

as economic and household conditions change. Complete Community addresses 

calls by residents to attract and retain desired retail, commercial, and recreational 

XVHV� WR� WKH�'LVWULFW�� ,QÀOO�'HYHORSPHQW� IRFXVHV�RQ�VROXWLRQV� WR� WKH�DEXQGDQFH�RI�
large and small parcels dotting the neighborhood. Neighborhood Fabric highlights 

the many opportunities to articulate the built environment such that it prioritizes 

WKH�QHHGV�RI�SHRSOH�DV�QHZ�SURMHFWV�RFFXU��$UFKLWHFWXUDO��ODQGVFDSH��DQG�XUEDQ�
design interventions such as consistent delineation of building facades with ample 

set-backs to accommodate outdoor uses, street trees, and lighting can work in 

concert to create a welcoming environment for residents to interact with one 

another and their surroundings. 
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With a median household income of $17,991 and an unemployment rate 

RI������ WKH�'LVWULFW� LV�D�KLVWRULFDOO\�GLVDGYDQWDJHG�FRPPXQLW\� LQ�QHHG�RI�
SHUPDQHQW��VWDEOH��DIIRUGDEOH�KRXVLQJ��'LVWULFW�UHVLGHQWV�VSHQG�PRUH�WKDQ�
20% of their income on transportation and 6% - 9% on energy, which is likely 

due to the prevalence of driving commutes and lack of weatherization 

in homes. Indeed, many public housing units are concentrated in the 

QHZO\�GHÀQHG�(GLVRQ�(DVWODNH�&KRLFH�1HLJKERUKRRGV�&RPPXQLW\� �((&���
but the demand outstrips the supply, and much of this housing stock is 

RXWGDWHG�DQG�LQ�GLVUHSDLU��,Q�UHFHQW�\HDUV��WKH�&LW\·V�+RXVLQJ�'HSDUWPHQW�
KDV�PDGH�PDMRU� LQURDGV� WRZDUGV�DGGUHVVLQJ� WKLV�GHÀFLW��QDPHO\�ZLWK� WKH�
$HURWHUUD�UHYLWDOL]DWLRQ�SURMHFW��EXW�FKDOOHQJHV�UHPDLQ��7KH�&LW\�UHFHLYHG�D�
&KRLFH�1HLJKERUKRRGV�3ODQQLQJ�DQG�$FWLRQ�*UDQW�IRU�WKH�((&�IURP�WKH�86�
'HSDUWPHQW�RI�+RXVLQJ�DQG�8UEDQ�'HYHORSPHQW��ZKLFK�KDV�WKH�SRWHQWLDO�
WR�\LHOG�IXUWKHU�DIIRUGDEOH�KRXVLQJ�JDLQV�LQ�WKH�'LVWULFW��

Throughout the Sustainable Neighborhood Assessment- in stakeholder 

interviews, discussions on the street, and at the community workshop- the 

evaluation team regularly heard calls for increasing affordable housing 

RSWLRQV� ZLWKLQ� WKH� 'LVWULFW�� %XLOGLQJ� XSRQ� WKH� VXFFHVV� RI� WKH� +RXVLQJ�
'HSDUWPHQW��RWKHU�KRXVLQJ�RSSRUWXQLWLHV�SUHVHQW�WKHPVHOYHV�WKDW�FDQ�KHOS�
alleviate this need such as encouraging the creation of a diverse array of 

KRXVLQJ� W\SHV�� IURP�JUDQQ\�ÁDWV� WR���EHGURRP�DSDUWPHQWV��DQG�ZRUNLQJ�
ZLWK�WKH�IDLWK�EDVHG�LQVWLWXWLRQV�WKDW�RZQ�ODQG�LQ�WKH�'LVWULFW�WR�GHYHORS�WKHVH�
ORWV� LQWR� DIIRUGDEOH� KRXVLQJ�� /(('�1'�SURYLGHV� DGGLWLRQDO� JXLGDQFH�ZLWK�
3DWWHUQ� DQG� 'HVLJQ� �13'�� FUHGLW� ���0L[HG�,QFRPH�'LYHUVH�&RPPXQLWLHV��
which promotes equitable neighborhoods by encouraging a spectrum of 

housing types and affordable units.
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([LVWLQJ�SXEOLF�
housing in the 

'LVWULFW��
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Action Items

Aeroterra will 

add 250 mixed-

income units to 

WKH�'LVWULFW

1
1. Public Housing and Affordable Units: Preserve and increase affordable housing 

RSWLRQV�LQ�WKH�'LVWULFW�WR�KHOS�FRPEDW�JHQWULÀFDWLRQ�DQG�PDLQWDLQ�FRPPXQLW\�
cohesion and diversity. The City should explore opportunities to  incentivize 

developers to provide units priced up to 60% and 80% of the Area Median 

Income in exchange for development bonuses. Continued reinvestment 

in existing public housing structures should pursue energy and water 

HIÀFLHQF\�VWDQGDUGV��� � � � � � � �  

2. Diversity of Housing Types:� ,Q� RUGHU� WR� SURPRWH� D� VRFLDOO\� HTXLWDEOH� 'LVWULFW��
provide a wide spectrum of housing types, including single-family homes, 1, 2, 

DQG���EHGURRP�DSDUWPHQWV��DQG�JUDQQ\�ÁDWV��7KLV�GLYHUVLW\�ZLOO�DFFRPPRGDWH�
residents at different stages of life, income levels, and family sizes ensuring 

WKDW� UHVLGHQWV� FDQ� VWD\� ZLWKLQ� WKH� 'LVWULFW� DV� FLUFXPVWDQFHV� FKDQJH� 
  

3. Faith-Based Property Owners:� (QFRXUDJH� ORFDO� FKXUFKHV� WR� GHYHORS� DQG�
maintain affordable housing on their property and parking lots. There is a 

particular opportunity for this near the 12th street light rail station, which could 

serve future residents of affordable housing.

11



Complete Community

Completing daily errands such as grocery shopping, dropping kids off 

at daycare, going to the bank, and buying clothing is a challenging 

DQG� VRPHWLPHV� LPSRVVLEOH� WDVN� DV� WKH� 'LVWULFW·V� UHWDLO� DUHDV� DUH� ODUJHO\�
characterized by shuttered storefronts, fast food restaurants, and liquor 

stores. As the SNA team spoke with community members, many raised the 

issue that they lacked walkable access to basic services, and were unable 

to complete these tasks within their own neighborhood. In addition to basic 

services like those described above, the community outreach meeting also 

revealed a desire for more active and civic space in the neighborhood.

While the district is indeed characterized by vacant storefronts and 

XQGHYHORSHG�ORWV��WKH�HQHUJ\�FUHDWHG�E\�WKH�+RXVLQJ�'HSDUWPHQW·V�HIIRUWV�
LQ�WKH�'LVWULFW��DORQJ�ZLWK�WKH�QHZ�OLJKW�UDLO�DQG�SODQQHG�LPSURYHPHQWV�WR�
Van Buren Street have set the stage for new opportunities to work with local 

EXVLQHVVHV�DQG�GHYHORSHUV�ZLWKLQ�WKH�'LVWULFW��)RFXVHG�HIIRUWV�WR�DWWUDFW�UHWDLO�
XVHV�WR�WKH�'LVWULFW�ZLOO�DOVR�KHOS�VSXU�ORFDO�MRE�FUHDWLRQ��D�FULWLFDO�HOHPHQW�
WR� WKH�'LVWULFW·V� ORQJ�WHUP�HFRQRPLF�VXVWDLQDELOLW\��1HLJKERUKRRG�3DWWHUQ�
DQG�'HVLJQ��13'��FUHGLW����0L[HG�8VH�1HLJKERUKRRG�&HQWHUV��HQFRXUDJHV�
the clustering of uses within a quarter-mile walk distance of area residents. 

6PDUW� /RFDWLRQ� DQG� /LQNDJH� �6//�� FUHGLW� ��� +RXVLQJ� DQG� -REV� 3UR[LPLW\�
HQFRXUDJHV�D�EDODQFHG�FRPPXQLW\�WKURXJK�WKH�JHQHUDWLRQ�RI�MREV�ZLWKLQ�
D�KDOI�PLOH�RI�KRXVLQJ�XQLWV��*UHHQ�,QIUDVWUXFWXUH�DQG�%XLOGLQJ��*,%��FUHGLW����
([LVWLQJ�%XLOGLQJ�5HXVH�UHFRJQL]HV�WKH�YDOXH�DQG�HPERGLHG�HQHUJ\�IRXQG�
LQ�H[LVWLQJ�EXLOGLQJV�DQG�VHHNV�WR�HQFRXUDJH�WKHLU�UHXVH�WKURXJK�UHWURÀWWLQJ�
structures to meet the needs of new uses.

Many businesses 

LQ�WKH�'LVWULFW�
are successful 

and beloved, 

though more are 

neededR
e

c
o

m
m

e
n

d
a

ti
o

n
2

12 Sustainable Neighborhood Assessment: Phoenix, AZ



Action Items

Undeveloped 

ORWV�LQ�WKH�'LVWULFW�
are poised for 

redevelopment

2
1. &RPPXQLW\�%HQHÀWV��&UHDWH�D�FOHDU�OLVW�RI�GHVLUHG�FRPPXQLW\�EHQHÀWV���VXFK�DV�

affordable housing, parks, pedestrian improvements, additional shade structures 

and street trees, and grocery stores or other retail - that can be included as 

SDUW�RI�IXWXUH�GHYHORSPHQW�SURMHFWV��(QFRXUDJH�7UDQVLW�2ULHQWHG�'HYHORSPHQW�
DORQJ� :DVKLQJWRQ� DQG� -HIIHUVRQ� VWUHHWV�� DV� LGHQWLÀHG� LQ� 5HLQYHQW3+;� 

2. Retail Corridors: Seek to establish new successful retail uses along key corridors 

in coordination with current street and transit improvements - such as along 

9DQ�%XUHQ�ZLWK�WKH�XSFRPLQJ�VWUHHW�UH�GHVLJQ�DQG�EHDXWLÀFDWLRQ��DQG�DORQJ�
:DVKLQJWRQ� DQG� -HIIHUVRQ� VWUHHWV� ZLWK� WKH� HVWDEOLVKPHQW� RI� OLJKW� UDLO� DQG�
DVVRFLDWHG�72'�XVHV��-RE�FHQWHUV�RXWVLGH�RI�GRZQWRZQ�FRXOG�DOVR�EH�D�VWURQJ�DQG�
reliable driver of reverse-commute ridership for the Valley Metro light rail system. 

3. Adaptive Reuse and Historic Preservation: Successful examples of adaptive 

UHXVH�WKURXJKRXW�WKH�'LVWULFW�GHPRQVWUDWH�WKH�PDUNHWDELOLW\�RI�WKLV�DSSURDFK��
which can yield community retail and housing needs in shorter time-scales 

WKDQ�QHZ�FRQVWUXFWLRQ��7KH�LQWURGXFWLRQ�RI�D�+LVWRULF�3UHVHUYDWLRQ�2YHUOD\�=RQH�
LQ�WKH�*DUÀHOG�1HLJKERUKRRG�HQFRXUDJHG�UHQRYDWLRQ�UDWKHU�WKDQ�GHPROLWLRQ��
and in turn helped preserve the neighborhood’s charm and character. A 

VLPLODU�VWUDWHJ\�FRXOG�EH�H[SORUHG�LQ�UHPDLQLQJ�DUHDV�RI�WKH�'LVWULFW�WR�GHOLYHU�D�
similar boost.
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7KH� 'LVWULFW� LV� FKDUDFWHUL]HG� E\� DERXW� ��� DFUHV� RI� YDFDQW� ODQG�� 0DQ\�
RI� WKHVH� ORWV� DUH� UHODWLYHO\� VPDOO�� ZKLOH� 6W�� /XNH·V� 0HGLFDO� &HQWHU� RZQV�
much of the larger parcels for possible future expansions. Complicating 

development efforts, as the result of industrial dumping in the 1960’s and 

��·V�E\�D�0RWRUROD�VHPLFRQGXFWRU�SODQW��WKH�PDMRULW\�RI�WKHVH�YDFDQW�ORWV�
DUH�SRWHQWLDO�EURZQÀHOGV��'HVSLWH�WKHVH�FLUFXPVWDQFHV��KRZHYHU��JUHDW�LQÀOO�
GHYHORSPHQW�SRWHQWLDO�H[LVWV�ZLWKLQ� WKH�'LVWULFW� WKDW� WKH�&LW\�DQG�SULYDWH�
development community can focus on prioritizing.

,QÀOO� GHYHORSPHQW�ZLWKLQ� WKH�'LVWULFW� VKRXOG� EH� IRFXVHG�RQ� HQVXULQJ� WKDW�
QHZ� XVHV� FRQWULEXWH� SRVLWLYHO\� WR� WKH� FKDUDFWHU� RI� WKH� 'LVWULFW�� LQFOXGLQJ�
FRPSDWLELOLW\� ZLWK� ORZ�� DQG�PLGGOH�GHQVLW\� KLVWRULF� IDEULF� LQ� WKH�*DUÀHOG�
QHLJKERUKRRG�� &RQVLGHU� UHYLHZLQJ� LQÀOO� VWDQGDUGV� LQ� WKH� *DUÀHOG�
QHLJKERUKRRG�WR�HQVXUH� WKDW� IXWXUH� LQÀOO� LV�RI�D�VFDOH�DQG�FKDUDFWHU� WKDW�
will cultivate and improve the neighborhood’s historic qualities. Within the 

(GLVRQ�QHLJKERUKRRG��JLYHQ�WKH�XQFHUWDLQW\�VXUURXQGLQJ�6W��/XNH·V�0HGLFDO�
Center’s possible campus expansion plans, the City should prepare for 

a variety of potential development scenarios while moving forward with 

positive community development in the Choice Neighborhoods area 

around the hospital and recognizing the impact any expansions may have 

on employment for nearby residents.

7KH�DUHD�DURXQG�WKH�UDLO\DUG�FDQ�EH�D�JUHDW�RSSRUWXQLW\�IRU�D�KHDOWKÀHOG�
or food production area. Investigating possibilities of food manufacturing, 

IDUPLQJ��RU�LQVWDOOLQJ�VRPH�NLQG�RI�MRE�FHQWHU�ZRXOG�VHUYH�DV�D�FRPPXQLW\�
ZLQ�ZLQ��'HVSLWH� WKH�GHVLUH� RI� FRPPXQLW\�PHPEHUV� IRU� KRXVLQJ�DW� WKHVH�
locations- unlikely due to FAA restrictions- having a land use that is a 

FRPPXQLW\�EHQHÀW�PD\�VWLOO�EH�ZHOO�UHFHLYHG�DV�ORQJ�DV�DIIRUGDEOH�KRXVLQJ�
needs are addressed elsewhere and is in a format that serves the community.

6PDUW� /RFDWLRQ� DQG� /LQNDJH� �6//�� FUHGLW� ��� 3UHIHUUHG� /RFDWLRQV�� FUHGLW� ���
%URZQÀHOG� 5HGHYHORSPHQW�� DQG�FUHGLW� ��� +RXVLQJ�DQG� -REV� 3UR[LPLW\� DOO�
HQFRXUDJH�LQÀOO�GHYHORSPHQW��UHFRJQL]LQJ�LWV�SRWHQWLDO�WR�GHOLYHU�PHDQLQJIXO�
neighborhood change.

1HZ�LQÀOO�
development 

along the light 

rail corridor 

should be 

prioritizedR
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Action Items 3
1. Large Parcels: The development of several large vacant parcels in 

WKH� 'LVWULFW� VWDQGV� WR� VHW� WKH� WRQH� DQG� YLVLRQ� IRU� IXWXUH� GHYHORSPHQWV�
throughout the area. Consider potential land swaps or sales between St. 

/XNH·V� 0HGLFDO� &HQWHU� DQG� WKH� &LW\� RU� RWKHU� QHDUE\� SURSHUW\� RZQHUV� WR�
assemble viable development parcels and/or fund affordable housing 

GHYHORSPHQW� FLW\ZLGH�� $V� WKH� &LW\·V� +RXVLQJ� 'HSDUWPHQW� FRPSOHWHV� WKH�
Aeroterra development and focuses on other city-owned parcels in the 

'LVWULFW��UHGHYHORSPHQW�DQG�UHWURÀW�HIIRUWV�FDQ�DOVR�LPSURYH�VWUHHWVFDSH�DQG�
walkability conditions through the implementation of the Walkable Urban 

&RGH�DQG�WKH�SROLFLHV�RI�WKH�5HLQYHQW3+;�72'�SROLF\�SODQV�����������������������  

2. Special Uses:� 7KH� 'LVWULFW� LV� KRPH� WR� PDQ\� XQGHYHORSHG� VPDOO� ORWV�� ZKLFK�
can be leveraged for their potential to temporarily host innovative 

ideas that promote visions for the district put forth by residents such as 

urban farms, pop-up marts, medical clinics, and recreational spaces. 

7KH� &LW\·V� %URZQÀHOGV� WR� +HDOWKÀHOGV� LQLWLDWLYH� LV� D� JUHDW� H[DPSOH� RI�
KRZ� WKHVH� ORWV� FDQ� EH� DFWLYDWHG� ZLWK� SXEOLFO\� EHQHÀFLDO� LQWHULP� XVHV�
WKDW� KHOS� GHPRQVWUDWH� WKH� 'LVWULFW·V� SRWHQWLDO� ZKLOH� D� VLWH� PDNHV� LWV� ZD\�
thorough the entitlement process for a more permanent use.   

 

([SORUH�WKH�FRQFHSW�RI�D�´+HDOWK�'LVWULFWµ�WKDW�LQFUHDVHV�LQWHUDFWLRQ�EHWZHHQ�
local hospitals and the neighborhood to promote healthy lifestyles and 

services. In a related strategy, seek to leverage and integrate with the 

&RPPXQLW\� +HDOWK� 1HHGV� $VVHVVPHQW� SURFHVV� QRZ� UHTXLUHG� E\� WKH� IHGHUDO�
Affordable Care Act, which requires hospitals receiving federal funding and 

WD[�EUHDNV�WR�VWXG\�DQG�SURYLGH�FRPPXQLW\�EHQHÀWV�IRU�ORFDO�GLVDGYDQWDJHG�
FRPPXQLWLHV�� 7KHVH� HIIRUWV� FRXOG� LQFOXGH� 6W�� /XNH·V� DV�ZHOO� DV� %DQQHU�*RRG�
Samaritan Medical Center, the cluster of university medical uses and 

teaching facilities at 7th and Van Buren streets, or other local hospitals with 

an interest in investing in low-income communities.     

 

(QFRXUDJH� QHZ� MRE� XVHV�� � UHVHDUFK� DQG� GHYHORSPHQW�� RU� RWKHU� FUHDWLYH�
QRQ�UHVLGHQWLDO� XVHV� VRXWK� RI� :DVKLQJWRQ� DQG� -HIIHUVRQ� VWUHHWV� QHDU�
WKH� UDLO\DUG�� -REV� FHQWHUV� RXWVLGH� RI� GRZQWRZQ� DUH� DOVR� D� VWURQJ� DQG�
reliable driver of reverse-commute ridership for the light rail system.   

3. FAA Lots:�7KH�&LW\·V�$YLDWLRQ�'HSDUWPHQW�DFTXLUHG�ODQG�WKURXJK�LWV�EX\�EDFN�
program, and is now seeking to re-introduce positive new uses for these 

vacant parcels that are mutually compatible with the City’s, FAA’s, and 

neighborhood’s goals, such as parks and gardens, food production, and other 

FRPPXQLW\�VSDFHV��7KLV�VWUDWHJ\�ZLOO�KHOS�DGGUHVV�WKH�´PLVVLQJ�WHHWKµ�FRQGLWLRQ�
these lots contribute to near the railyard while dealing with the realities of the 

FAA development restrictions.  
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7KH� 'LVWULFW� LV� LQ� QHHG� RI� KXPDQ�VFDOHG� XUEDQ� GHVLJQ� LPSURYHPHQWV� WR�
facilitate walking and cycling, and improve the area’s aesthetic. Through 

the steady accumulation of improvements to the neighborhood fabric such 

as street trees, sidewalk improvements, and bicycle lanes or cycle tracks, 

WKH�&LW\�FDQ�WUDQVIRUP�WKH�'LVWULFW�LQWR�D�PRUH�FRPIRUWDEOH�DQG�ZHOFRPLQJ�
area for people to live and work that supports transportation across a 

variety of platforms. The City can work to ensure implementation of existing 

walkability requirements and guidelines from the Walkable Urban Code, 

DQG�WKH�5HLQYHQW3+;�72'�SROLF\�SODQV�WR�JLYH�PRUH�IRFXVHG�DWWHQWLRQ�DQG�
respect to walking and cycling as viable forms of transportation, which is 

of particular importance in disadvantaged communities with residents that 

may lack access to private vehicles.

/(('�1'�FUHGLWV�LQ�WKH�1HLJKERUKRRG�3DWWHUQ�DQG�'HVLJQ��13'��FDWHJRU\�
focus heavily on the creation of communities that facilitate and encourage 

ZDONLQJ��F\FOLQJ��DQG�WUDQVLW�XVH��WKH�FRUH�HOHPHQWV�RI�+XPDQ�6FDOH�'HVLJQ��
13'�SUHUHTXLVLWH���DQG�FUHGLW����ERWK�QDPHG�:DONDEOH�6WUHHWV��SURPRWH�WKH�
creation of a walkable environment through a 1:3 building height to street 

width ratio, requiring building frontages to face public spaces, minimizing 

curb cuts in sidewalks, and street designs that are safe for pedestrians and 

F\FOLVWV�� 13'� SUHUHTXLVLWH� ��� &RPSDFW� 'HYHORSPHQW�� FRQWULEXWHV� WR� WKLV�
vision by providing the requisite number of people to activate a public 

VSDFH�E\� UHTXLULQJ�D�PLQLPXP�RI� ���GZHOOLQJ�XQLWV�DQ�DFUH�RU�D� ��� ÁRRU�
DUHD� UDWLR�� $JDLQ�� SULRULWL]LQJ� SHGHVWULDQ� H[SHULHQFH� RYHU� YHKLFOHV�� 13'�
credit 5, Reduced Parking Footprint, places parking lots at the rear or side 

of new non-residential buildings and multi-unit residential or mixed-use 

EXLOGLQJV��13'�FUHGLW�����7UHH�/LQHG�DQG�6KDGHG�6WUHHWV�IXUWKHU�FRQWULEXWHV�
to a welcoming urban realm through the introduction of street trees at an 

average interval of 40 feet or less.

R
e

c
o

m
m

e
n

d
a

ti
o

n
4 Neighborhood Fabric

Fixed shade 

structures are 

an effective 

strategy where 

trees are not 

appropriate
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Action Items

1. Shade: Incorporate context-sensitive tree planting guidance as 

stipulated in the landscape standards chapter of the Walkable Urban 

&RGH� �6HFWLRQ� ������ LQWR� DQ\� VKRUW�WHUP� QHLJKERUKRRG� LPSURYHPHQWV�
resulting from a Choice Neighborhoods Planning Grant, and other 

SXEOLF�UHDOP�LPSURYHPHQWV�WKURXJKRXW�WKH�'LVWULFW��� �  

 

Where trees are impractical or unsuitable, consider the installation 

RI� SHUPDQHQW� À[HG� VWUXFWXUHV�� HVSHFLDOO\� DORQJ� SHGHVWULDQ� FRUULGRUV�
DQG� DW� WUDQVLW� VWRSV� WR� SURYLGH� UHOLHI� IURP� WKH� VXQ�� :KHQ� XWLOL]LQJ� À[HG�
VKDGH� VWUXFWXUHV�� IROORZ� &ULPH� 3UHYHQWLRQ� 7KURXJK� (QYLURQPHQWDO�
'HVLJQ� �&37('�� SULQFLSOHV� WR� DGGUHVV� FRPPXQLW\� VDIHW\� FRQFHUQV� 

2. Walking and Biking: The recently adopted Walkable Urban code provides 

XUEDQ� GHVLJQ� VWDQGDUGV� LQ� OLQH� ZLWK� /(('�1'�� DQG� VKRXOG� VHUYH� DV� D�
IRXQGDWLRQDO� GRFXPHQW� IRU� DQ\� GHYHORSPHQW� GLVFXVVLRQV� ZLWKLQ� WKH� 'LVWULFW�� 
 

6HYHUDO� QRUWK�VRXWK� VWUHHWV� ���WK�DQG� ��WK��DQG�HDVW�ZHVW� VWUHHWV� �9DQ� %XUHQ�
DQG� )LOOPRUH�� KDYH�SRWHQWLDO� WR�EH� UHWURÀWWHG� WR�DFFRPPRGDWH�SHGHVWULDQV�
and cyclists in a safe, comfortable manner, yielding a more equitable 

distribution of travel options. Consider the incorporation of covered bicycle 

storage lockers at Valley Metro light rail stops to facilitate and encourage 

multi-modal transportation and support transit enhancements through 

WKH�'LVWULFW�DV�WKH�7UDQVSRUWDWLRQ������SODQ�LV�LPSOHPHQWHG�� �  

3. Streetscape Improvements:�(QVXUH�WKDW�D�SK\VLFDO�IRUP�WKDW�SURPRWHV�ZDONDELOLW\�
is prioritized in future planning documents, development plans, development 

DJUHHPHQWV�DQG�HQJLQHHULQJ�LPSURYHPHQWV�WKURXJKRXW�WKH�'LVWULFW��*LYHQ�WKH�
neighborhood’s challenges with heat, consistent application of street trees 

in accordance with the Walkable Urban Code can help address walkability 

LVVXHV� ZKLOH� VLPXOWDQHRXVO\� LPSURYLQJ� WKH� RYHUDOO� DHVWKHWLFV� RI� WKH� 'LVWULFW� 
 

Continue and expand the City’s existing practice of encouraging and requiring 

DJJUHVVLYH� VWRUPZDWHU� PDQDJHPHQW� EHVW� SUDFWLFHV� VXFK� DV� LQÀOWUDWLRQ�� RQ�
street swales, and retention of stormwater on private development parcels. 

This reduces the downstream impacts of erosion and water pollution while 

contributing to Phoenix’s long-term water supply and aquifer re-charge goals. 

6HHN� WR� LQWHJUDWH� WKHVH� ´JUHHQ� VWUHHWVµ� VWUDWHJLHV� LQWR� IXWXUH� VWUHHWVFDSH�
improvements such as upcoming re-design of Van Buren Street as well 

DV� WKURXJKRXW� WKH� ((&� LQ� FUHDWLQJ� LWV� 1HLJKERUKRRG� 7UDQVIRUPDWLRQ� 3ODQ�� 
 

Consider encouraging or requiring surface parking lots to be located behind 

any new structures in order to provide continuous facades and minimize 

sidewalk intrusions along the curb, yielding a more consistent urban realm 

oriented towards pedestrians rather than vehicles. 

4
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6PDUW�/RFDWLRQ�$QG�/LQNDJH

1HLJKERUKRRG�3DWWHUQ�DQG�'HVLJQ

Green Building and Infrastructure

27

44

29

100

Total

10 

22

11

42

Achievable with 

Current Conditions

6

17

9

32

Possible with

(IIRUW

/(('�1'�&HUWLÀFDWLRQ�7KUHVKROGV�

� &HUWLÀHG�������� 6LOYHU��������� *ROG�������� 3ODWLQXP�����

Sustainability Assessment

7KH�6XVWDLQDEOH�1HLJKERUKRRG�$VVHVVPHQW� WRRO� LQFOXGHV�DQ�DQQRWDWHG�/(('�1'�
checklist created by Global Green. It is a key component of the process used to 

GRFXPHQW�DQG�FRPSDUH�WKH�DVVHVVPHQW�DUHD�DJDLQVW�WKH�/(('�1'�SUHUHTXLVLWHV�
DQG� FUHGLWV�� (DFK� FUHGLW� ZLWKLQ� WKH� WKUHH� FUHGLW� FDWHJRULHV� �6PDUW� /RFDWLRQ� 	�
/LQNDJH��1HLJKERUKRRG�3DWWHUQ�	�'HVLJQ��DQG�*UHHQ�,QIUDVWUXFWXUH�	�%XLOGLQJ�� LV�
PDUNHG�DV� ´DFKLHYHG�µ� ´QRW�DFKLHYHG�µ� ´XQNQRZQ�µ�RU� ´QRW�DSSOLFDEOHµ� XQGHU�
baseline conditions. Additional analysis has been done based on local planning 

policy, regulatory support, technical feasibility, market support and stakeholder 

input. The preliminary checklist analysis was edited after site visits, stakeholder 

meetings, and conversations with city staff. This information was then translated 

into an overall assessment of sustainable neighborhood performance.

%DVHG�RQ�WKH�LQ�ÀHOG�DVVHVVPHQW��SODQQLQJ�GRFXPHQW�UHYLHZ��YDULRXV�VWDNHKROGHU�
PHHWLQJV��WKH�*OREDO�*UHHQ�WHDP�HVWLPDWHG�ZKLFK�/(('�1'�FUHGLWV�ZHUH�´/LNHO\�µ�
´3RVVLEOH�ZLWK�(IIRUW�µ�´8QOLNHO\µ�WR�EH�DFKLHYHG��RU�´1RW�$SSOLFDEOH�µ�FRQVLGHULQJ�
H[LVWLQJ� FRQGLWLRQV�� WHFKQLFDO� IHDVLELOLW\�� SROLF\� UHDGLQHVV�� ÀQDQFLDO� EXUGHQ�� DQG�
DSSOLFDELOLW\� WR� QHLJKERUKRRG�FRQGLWLRQV�� 7KH�EDU�JUDSK� VXPPDU\� LGHQWLÀHV� WKH�
RYHUDOO� OHYHO� RI� VXVWDLQDEOH� QHLJKERUKRRG� SHUIRUPDQFH� IRU� WKH� 'LVWULFW�� 0DQ\�
FUHGLWV� IDOO� LQWR� WKH�´/LNHO\µ�FDWHJRU\��DQG�RI� WKH� UHPDLQLQJ�FUHGLWV��D� VLJQLÀFDQW�
SHUFHQWDJH�IDOO�ZLWKLQ�WKH�´3RVVLEOH�ZLWK�(IIRUWµ�FDWHJRU\��ZKLFK�VKRZV�WKH� ODUJH�
SRWHQWLDO� IRU� LPSURYLQJ� WKH� VXVWDLQDELOLW\� RI� WKH� QHLJKERUKRRG�� VSHFLÀFDOO\� E\�
pursuing the high-priority recommendations described in this report.

The summary table below shows the numeric values extrapolated from the 

SHUFHQWDJH�RI� FUHGLWV� LGHQWLÀHG�DV� ´$FKLHYDEOHµ�EHORZ�� 7KH� UHFRPPHQGDWLRQV�
OLVWHG� LQ� WKH� SUHYLRXV� SDJHV� DUH� ODUJHO\� D� UHVSRQVH� WR� /(('�1'� FULWHULD� ZKLFK�
DFKLHYLQJ�ZDV� LGHQWLÀHG�DV�´3RVVLEOH�ZLWK�(IIRUWµ�E\� WKH�DVVHVVPHQW� WHDP��:KLOH�
WKHVH�YDOXHV�GR�QRW�FRUUHODWH�H[DFWO\�WR�VSHFLÀF�/(('�1'�SRLQWV��WKH\�SURYLGH�DQ�
estimate of the neighborhood’s potential level of future achievement. It should be 

noted that this is a rough measure of performance and not an exact representation 

RI�WKH�QHLJKERUKRRG·V�OHYHO�RI�SRVVLEOH�FHUWLÀFDWLRQ��,W�VKRXOG�DOVR�EH�QRWHG�WKDW�DOO�
WKH�SUHUHTXLVLWHV�PXVW�EH�DFKLHYHG�LI�FHUWLÀFDWLRQ�ZLOO�EH�SXUVXHG��:KLOH�UHFRJQL]LQJ�
these constraints, the categories generated through the assessment serve as a 

XVHIXO�PHWULF� IRU�HVWLPDWLQJ� IRUPDO� /(('�1'�FHUWLÀFDWLRQ��*LYHQ� WKH�SUHVXPSWLRQ�
WKDW� DOO� WKRVH�GHVLJQDWHG�DV� ´$FKLHYDEOHµ�ZRXOG�EH�PHW�� SURYLGLQJ�D�EDVHOLQH�
point tally of 42 points, yielding a likely rating of silver from the USGBC. If those 

OLVWHG�DV�́ 3RVVLEOH�ZLWK�(IIRUWµ��DUH�DJJUHVVLYHO\�SXUVXHG�DQG�DFKLHYHG��DIIRUGLQJ�DQ�
DGGLWLRQDO����SRLQWV��WKH�'LVWULFW�PD\�EH�DEOH�WR�HDUQ�D�JROG�GHVLJQDWLRQ�
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LEED for Neighborhood Development: 
Project Assessment Checklist

D Achieved 
V Unkown
U Not Achieved
� Does not exist/ NA

Explicit support/ no technical issues
Lack of explicit support/ minor technical issues
Opposition/ signficant technical issues
Not Applicable

Smart Location & Linkage 

D P 1 Smart Location
D P 2 Imperiled Species and Ecological Communities Conservation
� P 3 Wetland and Water Body Conservation
� P 4 Agricultural Land Conservation
� P 5 Floodplain Avoidance
D J J J J J C 1 Preferred Locations
D J J \ \ J C 2 Brownfield Remediation
V J J J \ \ C 3 Access to Quality Transit
U J \ J \ J C 4 Bicycle Network 

U J \ J \ \ C 4 Bicycle Storage 

U J U \ U J C 5 Housing and Jobs Proximity
� C 6 Steep Slope Protection
� C 7 Site Design for Habitat or Wetland and Water Body Conservation
U U U \ U C 8 Restoration of Habitat or Wetlands and Water Bodies 
� C 9 Long-Term Conservation Management of Habitat or Wetlands and Water Bodies

Total 0

Total Points

Required

Required

Required

Required

Required

Eastlake-Garfield District, Phoenix, AZ
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nd Water Bodies

Sustainability Assessment

6PDUW�/RFDWLRQ�DQG�/LQNDJH
6PDUW�/RFDWLRQ�DQG�/LQNDJH�IRFXVHV�SULPDULO\�RQ�H[LVWLQJ�VLWH�FRQGLWLRQV�WR�HQVXUH�
WKDW� GHYHORSPHQWV� DUH� QRW� ORFDWHG� LQ� ÁRRGSODLQV�� RQ� VWHHS� VORSHV� RU� FDXVH�
damage to ecological communities or local water bodies. 
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LEED for Neighborhood Development: 
Project Assessment Checklist

D Achieved 
V Unkown
U Not Achieved
� Does not exist/ NA

Explicit support/ no technical issues
Lack of explicit support/ minor technical issues
Opposition/ signficant technical issues
Not Applicable

Neighborhood Pattern & Design

D P 1 Walkable Streets- Functional Entries

D P 1 Walkable Streets- Building Height to Street Centerline Ratio

D P 1 Walkable Streets-Continuous Sidewalks

D P 1 Walkable Streets-Garage and Service Bays

D P 2 Compact Development 

D P 3 Connected and Open Community

U \ \ J U \ C 1a Walkable Streets : Facades and Entries

U \ \ J U J C 1b Walkable Streets: Ground-Level Use and Parking

U \ \ J J C 1c Walkable Streets: Design Speeds for Safe Ped and Bicycle Travel

D \ \ J U J C 1d Walkable Streets: Sidewalk Intrusions

U J J J J J C 2 Compact Development  

U \ \ J U J C 3 Mixed-Use Neighborhoods

D J J J J J C 4 Diversity of Housing Types 

D J \ J \ J C 4 Affordable Housing

U J \ J U U C 5 Reduced Parking Footprint 

U J J \ \ \ C 6 Connected and Open Community

U J \ J U \ C 7 Transit Facilities 

U \ \ J \ \ C 8 Transportation Demand Management

U J J J J C 9 Access to Civic and Public Space

U J \ J J C 10 Access to Recreation Facilities

D \ J J J \ C 11 Visitability and Universal Design

D J J J J J C 12 Community Outreach and Involvement 

U \ \ \ \ \ C 13 Local Food Production

U J \ \ \ J C 14 Tree-Lined and Shaded Streetscapes

D U U \ \ J C 15 Neighborhood Schools

Required

Required

Required

Required

Required

Required
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Sustainability Assessment

1HLJKERUKRRG�3DWWHUQ�DQG�'HVLJQ
1HLJKERUKRRG�3DWWHUQ�DQG�'HVLJQ�DLPV�WR�LQÁXHQFH�WKH�SK\VLFDO�OD\RXW�DQG�GHVLJQ�
of the community to yield walkable neighborhoods with a variety of land use types. 
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D Achieved 
V Unkown
U Not Achieved
� Does not exist/ NA

Explicit support/ no technical issues
Lack of explicit support/ minor technical issues
Opposition/ signficant technical issues
Not Applicable

Green Infrastructure & Buildings

U P 1 Certified Green Building

D P 2 Minimum Building Energy Performance

D P 3 Indoor Water Use Reduction

D P 4 Construction Activity Pollution Prevention

U J \ J \ \ C 1 Certified Green Buildings

U J \ J \ \ C 2 Optimize Building Energy Performance

U J \ J \ \ C 3 Indoor Water Use Reduction

U J \ J J J C 4 Outdoor Water Use Reduction

D J \ \ \ \ C 5 Building Reuse

D J J J J J C 6 Historic Resource Preservation and Adaptive Use

� C 7 Minimized Site Disturbance

D J J J \ J C 8 Rainwater Management

U J \ \ \ J C 9 Heat Island Reduction

U U U \ U C 10 Solar Orientation

U \ \ J J C 11 Renewable Energy Production

U U U \ U C 12 District Heating and Cooling

D J J J J C 13 Infrastructure Energy Efficiency
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Sustainability Assessment

Green Infrastructure and Buildings

Green Infrastructure and Buildings seeks to optimize individual buildings and 

surrounding infrastructure systems to reduce their energy and water consumption 

and associated emissions. 
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Appendix

6PDUW�/RFDWLRQ�DQG�/LQNDJH�>6//@�
6//� IRFXVHV� RQ� SUHVHUYLQJ� WKH� HQYLURQPHQWDO� FKDUDFWHULVWLFV� LQKHUHQW� WR� WKH� VLWH�
VXFK� DV� ZDWHU� ERG\� DQG� VWHHS� VORSH� SURWHFWLRQ� DQG� LQÁXHQFLQJ� GHYHORSPHQW�
patterns to reduce sprawl and automobile dependence. Credits in this category 

encourage locating new developments near city centers with robust public 

transportation options and sites that have been previously developed or are 

LPPHGLDWHO\�DGMDFHQW�WR�H[LVWLQJ�GHYHORSPHQW�

1HLJKERUKRRG�3DWWHUQ�DQG�'HVLJQ�>13'@�
13'� LQÁXHQFHV� WKH� SK\VLFDO� OD\RXW� DQG� GHVLJQ� RI� WKH� FRPPXQLW\� LQ� TXHVWLRQ�
through minimum thresholds for density, internal and external connectivity, and 

characteristics of a walkable community such as continuous sidewalks or building 

IURQWDJHV� WKDW� IDFH�SXEOLF� VWUHHWV��&UHGLWV� LQ� WKLV� FDWHJRU\� UHZDUG� SURMHFWV� WKDW�
have nearby civic, educational and recreational facilities, limited surface parking 

and have transportation facilities complete with maps and bicycle racks.

*UHHQ�,QIUDVWUXFWXUH�DQG�%XLOGLQJV�>*,%@�
GIB emphasizes the importance of the optimized performance of structural systems 

DQG� FLW\� LQIUDVWUXFWXUH� WKURXJK�PLQLPXP� EXLOGLQJ� HQHUJ\� DQG� ZDWHU� HIÀFLHQF\��
ZDWHU�HIÀFLHQW�ODQGVFDSLQJ�DQG�RQ�VLWH�UHQHZDEOH�HQHUJ\�SURGXFWLRQ��&UHGLWV�LQ�
this category promote the adaptive reuse of existing buildings, on-site stormwater 

management, recycled content in infrastructure such as roadbeds and energy 

HIÀFLHQW�WUDIÀF�OLJKWV��VWUHHW�OLJKWV�DQG�ZDWHU�SXPSV�

For more information, please visit www.usgbc.org

A. /(('�IRU�1HLJKERUKRRG�'HYHORSPHQW�&UHGLW�&DWHJRULHV
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