GREEN BUILDING |0 SRR

GLOBAL

Why Build Green? e

On average, the construction,
maintenance and use of buildings are
responsible for 40% of all the energy
use in the US. With only 5% of the
world's population, the U.S. uses 25%
of the world's energy resources and -I 20
contributes more than 25% of A)
the world's greenhouse gas emissions.

THE IMPACT OF BUILDINGS INTHE UNITED STATES
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By building green, we can protect the
natural world and even have a positive
impact. Typical building construction,
use, and demolition, as well as the

manufacturing of building materials,
contribute significantly to * Atypical 1700 sq. ft wood frame home requires the equivalent of

clear cutting one-acre of forest.
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environmental problems.

* More than 30% of buildings in the US have poor indoor air quality, a serious
problem given that most people spend about 90% of their time indoors.

GREEN BUILDING HAS TANGIBLE ECONOMIC AND PUBLIC HEALTH BENEFITS

Lower operating costs via reduced energy and AVERAGE SAVINGS OF GREEN BUILDINGS
water utility bills.

Reduced maintenance and replacement costs
due to greater durability of materials.

Improved indoor environmental quality through
the use of non-toxic materials.

Reduced risk of childhood asthma and other
respiratory diseases.

Higher productivity, less absenteeism, and

reduced insurance costs.
HEALTH GAINS FROM IMPROVED INDOOR AIR QUALITY

Preservation of natgral habytats, watersheds, gnd POLLUTANT MOISTURE
ecosystems, protection of air and water quality,

reduction in greenhouse gas emissions and

solid waste.

Improved health and performance: students achieve

20% better performance in green schools, patients 41:,

are discharged an average of 2.5 days earlier in oy : 44%
green hospitals el
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